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STEPHEN M. SALNY DONATES SIGNIFICANT WORKS ON PAPER COLLECTION TO 

ROSE ART MUSEUM 

 

(Waltham, MA) – Christopher Bedford, Henry and Lois Foster Director of the Rose Art 
Museum at Brandeis University, has announced that Baltimore businessman, author, and 
collector Stephen M. Salny has made a promised gift to the museum of 48 works on paper 
created by some of today’s leading contemporary artists, including eleven lithographs by 
Ellsworth Kelly. Among the other artists represented in the gift are Joseph Albers, Richard 
Diebenkorn, Helen Frankenthaler, Damien Hirst, Jasper Johns, Sol Lewitt, Brice Marden, 
Robert Motherwell, and Sean Scully.  
 
Salny’s gift will augment strengths of the Rose Art Museum collection, which includes 
paintings and other works by some of the artists included, notably Kelly, Johns, Motherwell, 
and Frankenthaler, while also extending its holdings in new directions, including the first work 
by Hirst to by acquired by the museum. Selections from the gift will be displayed at the Rose 
in the spring of 2016. 
 
“Steve’s vision goes to the heart of what the Rose Art Museum’s holdings represent, “ said 
Bedford. “Featuring some of the best artists of the postwar era, his collection gathers works 
of extraordinary passion held in balance with uncommon elegance. It will enrich our 
exhibitions and ability to serve as a center of research and instruction in postwar modern and 
contemporary art.” 
 
Central to the promised donation are eleven lithographs by Ellsworth Kelly, dating from 
1970 to 2012, including Blue-Green (1970), Green Curve (1999), and Dartmouth (2011). 
Their addition to the collection will allow the Museum to showcase the artist’s achievement in 
works dating across fifty years, beginning with his landmark 1962 painting, Blue White, a 
centerpiece of the collection. An exhibition of works from Salny’s gift along with the Rose’s 
existing holdings by Kelly will be on view February 12 – June 5, 2015. 
 
Other highlights include: 
 
Four prints by Robert Motherwell: Djarum (1975), Red Open with White Line (1979), Summer 
Trident (1990), and The Black Wall (1981.) Motherwell’s work is of particular importance to 
the museum, which holds his canvas Elegy to the Spanish Republic, No. 58 (1957-61) 
 
Helen Frankenthaler’s aquatint Ganymede (1978) and etching Sunshine after Rain (1987.) 
Frankenthaler, a major printmaker throughout most of her career, was recently featured in the 



Rose’s “groundbreaking show” (Roberta Smith, New York Times), Pretty Raw: After and 
Around Helen Frankenthaler.  
 
Brandeis has a special meaning to Salny.  His grandfather, Samuel M. Salny, was active as a 

friend of the university from the days of its 1948 founding.  Samuel and his wife Rae 

established one of Brandeis’s earliest Endowed Fellowships for graduate studies for the then 

young university.  June Salny, the donor’s mother, exposed him to the arts at an early age, in 

part through programs led by Lois Foster at the Rose Art Museum. “It is because of this 

seminal affiliation with Brandeis, and my appreciation for my visits to the Rose Art Museum, 

which started at a young age, that inspired me to bequest my collection of contemporary 

prints to the Rose,” said Salny. Among other works, he is the author of The Country Houses 

of David Adler, Frances Elkins: Interior Design, and William Hodgins Interiors. He sits on the 

Board of the Foundation for Art & Preservation in Embassies (FAPE) as well as on the 

accessions committee for contemporary art at the Baltimore Museum of Art.   

 

ABOUT THE ROSE ART MUSEUM AT BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY 

 

Founded in 1961, the Rose Art Museum at Brandeis University is among the nation’s premier 

university museums dedicated to collecting, preserving, exhibiting, and interpreting 20th and 

21st century visual art. A center of cultural and intellectual life on campus, the museum 

serves as a catalyst for artistic expression, a living textbook for object-based learning, and a 

site for scholarly innovation and the production of new knowledge through art.  American 

painting of the post-war period and contemporary art are particularly well represented within 

the Rose’s permanent collection, which is now more than 8,000 objects strong.    

 

Major paintings by Willem de Kooning, Jasper Johns, Roy Lichtenstein, Helen Frankenthaler, 

and Andy Warhol anchor the collection, and recently acquired works by Mark Bradford, Al 

Loving, Jack Whitten, and Charline von Heyl build upon this strength while reflecting the 

museum’s commitment to works of both artistic importance and social relevance. Through its 

collection, exhibitions, and programs, the Rose works to affirm and advance the values of 

global diversity, freedom of expression, and social justice that are hallmarks of Brandeis 

University. 

 

Located on Brandeis University’s campus at 415 South Street, Waltham, MA, the museum is 

free and open to the public Wednesday through Sunday, noon – 5 PM, with extended hours 

from noon - 7 PM on Friday and Saturday. 

 

For more information, visit www.brandeis.edu/rose/ or call 781-736-3434.  

 

 

http://www.brandeis.edu/rose/
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